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the circumstances prevailing around and within the sub-
Continent, the control and direction of such an army must
rest in the hands of the Imperial Government. It was,
therefore, recommended that the Viceroy, acting as an agent
of the Imperial Government in concert with the Commander-
in-Chief, should constitute the authority for the control of
the Army in India. But the increased obligations of Indian
defence on the part of the Imperial Government would
not involve any great departure in the administration
of Army in India. Only the Commander-in-Chief would
cease to be a member of the Executive Council or a member
of the Central Legislature. The Army Budget would not
be subject to the vote of the Federal Assembly but would
be authorized by certification of the Governor-General, So
long as the British element forms an essential part of the
Indian Army and the defence of India involves the pro-
tection of the Imperial interests, Parliament cannot relin-
quish these responsibilities to the Indian legislative control.
And yet the whole question of the Indian military problem
has to be reconciled with the spirit of the constitutional
reforms. That it is a dilemma was recognized by the
Commission. The obvious solution lies in the pursuit of a
deliberate policy of Indianizing the Army, subject to the
adequate maintenance of military efficiency. It is, therefore,
recommended that the Government of India, in co-operation
with the Central Legislature, should evolve schemes for the
organization, training, and equipment of certain military,
and perhaps naval, forces of its own, which would contain
no British element. Such schemes, if carefully drawn and
steadily pressed forward, would prepare a self-governing India
not only for the realization of her ultimate goal but also for
the command of military forces necessary for her defence.
The Commission suggested that a committee consisting of
representatives of the Central Legislature and Indian States
should be appointed for dealing with army affairs, and that
an Army Secretary should be available in the Legislature to
represent the views of the Government. As regards any